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AAC Apps Timeline 
 

x 2010 - Apple iPad 1 released. Already a few AAC apps on the App 
store designed for iPod Touch. 

x 2010 July - AAC apps on the app store now totalling 20. I  started AAC 
apps list  at Spectronics website. 

x 2012 July - AAC apps on list  now totalling 300. Averaging 3 AAC apps 
released each week on the store. 

x 2014 July - AAC apps on list  now totalling 333. Averaging 1.5 AAC apps 
released each week on the store over 2013/2014. 21 AAC apps 
removed from the store. 

x 2015 May - AAC apps on list  now totalling 320. Averaging 0.5 AAC apps 
released each week on the store over 2014/2015. 21 AAC apps 
removed from the store. 

x 2016 July - AAC apps on list  now totalling 314. Averaging 0.5 AAC apps 
released each week on the store over 2014/2015. 30 AAC apps 
removed from the store.  6 of the previously removed apps returned. 



Increased number of cloud based apps that can be used across 
mult iple platforms and apps with a subscript ion model. 

 
Why are apps leaving the app store? 
 

x Many poorer quality apps are leaving the App store; 
x App developers are required to update apps regularly; 
x Apps need to be compatible with iOS updates; 
x App developers need to support AAC apps more than they bargained 

for; 
x Some developers have chosen to withdraw their apps as the output 

doesn't  equal the profit  in their opinion; 
x Social media and web based information have an impact on how 

apps are viewed; 
x Consumers are far more aware of the difference between a quality 

AAC app and a poor one; 
x Consumers are identifying features they want in apps and giving 

developers feedback; 
x Consumers rate not only the app but also the support from the 

developer. 
 
Moving towards good AAC apps 

x Consumers are demanding better quality in AAC apps; 
x More therapists and researchers are using AAC apps and have 

requirements based on years of experience with AAC; 
x Social media and internet based information allows people to 

compare and contrast pros and cons of AAC apps. 
 
Side notes -  

x Today we have a higher percentage of good and high quality AAC 
apps on the App store compared to 2 years ago; 

x Total number of AAC apps has decreased; 
x More of the legacy AAC and AT Companies have released AAC apps 

in the last 12 - 24 months  
x Apps from these companies tend to have page sets supported by 

research and have a greater range of features, such as alternative 
access, than apps released in the past. Many of the remaining 1 and 2 
star AAC apps have had a big price drop e.g. Pocket AAC has 
dropped from $130 to free. 

x Some exceptions e.g. iPacs has trebled in price without an app 
update; RJ Cooper's AAC apps have increased in price by 650%. 

 
Good AAC APPles 

x Rich, juicy content! 
x Easy and intuit ive to edit  
x Good technical support  



x Option(s) to edit  in cloud or on computer or t ransfer from another 
iDevice 

x Range of access options 
x Comprehensive symbol sets 
x Well designed page sets with core vocabulary or pragmatically 

designed 
x Features such as ability to hide and show cells 
x Ability to do aided language st imulat ion all day, every day 
x Low tech associated option 
x Access features 
x Compatibility with keyguards 
x Adjustments for vision and fine motor 

 
And the gloss is 

x free online training 
x online support groups 
x support built  into the app 
x aided language st imulat ion training 
x education about good AAC implementation and practice 

 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 

 
 

Hands-On with Proloquo2Go 
 

Using it 
Chat with your neighbour. 
Ask them where they come from 
Ask them what they think of Toronto 
Ask them how far/long they travelled 
 
Settings/Programming 
Change the voice 
Change the number of cells 
Go to the breakfast page and add “avocado” 
 
Feature Matching 
Complete the feature matching chart as far as you are able for 
Proloquo2Go 
 
 
  



 
 

Hands-On with AAC Speak 
 

Using it 
Chat with your neighbour. 
Ask them where they come from 
Ask them what they think of Toronto 
Ask them how far/long they travelled 
 
Settings/Programming 
Change the voice 
Change the number of cells 
Go to the foods page and add “avocado” 
 
Feature Matching 
Complete the feature matching chart as far as you are able for 
AAC Speak 
 
  



 

 
 

 
 

Hands-On with Snap Scene 
 

Using it 
Play with some of the pre-made scenes 
 
Settings/Programming 
Add a photo to use as a v isual scene 
Create hotspots with recordings 
Test it out! 
 
 
Feature Matching 
Complete the feature matching chart as far as you are able for 
Snap Scene 
 
  



How do I know which app is best? 
 

Check out these resources: 
x http://praacticalaac.org/praactical/aac-assessment-corner-

by-vicki-clarke-is-aac-feature-matching-still-relevant/  
x https://www.linguisystems.com/products/product/display?ite

mid=10547  
x http://www.augcominc.com/index.cfm/social_networks.htm  
x AAC App feature matching chart from Boston Children’s 

Hospital http://www.childrenshospital.org/centers-and-
serv ices/augmentative-communication-
program/downloads/app-and-clinical-feature-matching-
handouts  

x Remember different solutions might be better in specific 
situations 

 
AAC support and information online: 

x www.praacticalaac.org  
x Pinterest 
x Facebook 
x Twitter 
x There is lots - app specific and AAC general 
x www.janefarrall.com 
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